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Offshore drilling platforms are the indispensable equipments for petroleum 
operation on the sea. With the rapid development of offshore oil exploration and 
exploitation industry, business and legal issues of offshore drilling platforms are 
becoming increasingly prominent, in which oil pollution accidents are more 
noteworthy. After Mexico Gulf oil spill caused by Deepwater Horizon drilling 
platform in 2010, its owner applied for the limitation of liability, which brought about 
heated discussion on the limitation of liability for oil pollution of mobile offshore 
drilling platforms. With this opportunity, this paper takes this particular maritime law 
perspective of limitation of liability for oil pollution, and researches legal issues of 
mobile offshore drilling platforms. This paper starts with the characteristics and legal 
attribute of mobile offshore drilling platforms, analyses the necessity of the limitation 
of liability for oil pollution, then discusses its construction contents in the light of 
ships’ limitation of liability for oil pollution, and puts forward two suggestions for 
socialization of damage compensation after the limitation of liability for oil pollution 
of mobile offshore drilling platforms in China. 
Besides preface and conclusion, this dissertation is divided into three chapters as 
following: 
Chapter 1 is an outline of the mobile offshore drilling platforms. Subchapter 1 
describes the definition and characteristics of mobile offshore drilling platforms. 
Subchapter 2 introduces four types of mobile offshore drilling platforms according to 
its developmental sequence. Subchapter 3 discusses the legal attribute of mobile 
offshore drilling platforms, firstly states several different opinions about its legal 
attribute, and then gets the conclusion of not having the fundamental attribute of 
ships. 
Chapter 2 expounds that mobile offshore drilling platforms should be endowed 














legislation of the limitation of liability for oil pollution of mobile offshore drilling 
platforms from angles of international level, domestic law in foreign countries and in 
China. Subchapter 2 studies on the necessity of the application of the limitation of 
liability for oil pollution of mobile offshore drilling platforms, regarding it as the 
requirement to support and encourage offshore oil exploration and exploitation 
industry, to unify the compensation system of offshore oil pollution, and to perfect the 
offshore drilling platforms insurance system.  
Chapter 3 assesses construction contents of the limitation of liability for oil 
pollution of mobile offshore drilling platforms. Subchapter 1 refers to the subjects 
provisions of ships’ limitation of liability for oil pollution and analyses that the owner, 
charterer, operator and some other subjects should be the subjects of the limitation of 
liability for oil pollution of mobile offshore drilling platforms. Subchapter 2 dwells on 
mode of the limitation of liability for oil pollution of mobile offshore drilling 
platforms. On the basis of reviewing several different opinions about modes of the 
limitation of liability for oil pollution of mobile offshore drilling platforms, this 
dissertation proposes that the accident processing system should be the suitable mode. 
Subchapter 3 makes an analysis of depriving conditions of the right for the limitation 
of liability for oil pollution of mobile offshore drilling platforms from intentional 
behavior and gross negligence, and then investigates the interrelated issue of the 
objectification of the onus of proof of depriving conditions of the right for the 
limitation of liability.  
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2010 年 4 月 20 日，美国墨西哥湾“深水地平线”号钻井平台发生爆炸，
导致大量原油泄漏，酿成美国历史上 严重的环境灾难和海洋生态危机。5
                                                 
① 王彦.海洋石油管理模式探索[M].北京:石油工业出版社,1996.49-50.   
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